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Newsletter of the Black Forest Community Church – United Church of Christ 
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The little church with the big heart. 
SPRING 2008 
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http://www.blackforestcommunitychurch.org/
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Editor’s Note: This column will have special messag es from our pastor 
in future newsletters. 

The BFCC held the Installation Service for Reverend  Sam Fisher 
on Jan 13, 2008. The service was warm and full of f riendship and love.  
Now that Pastor Sam is our installed minister, we t hought you might 
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We are pleased to revive The Forester  
newsletter.  We hope you enjoy the new 
format and content.  Please pass this 
newsletter on to family, friends and neighbors 
who might also enjoy it. 
 
We are happy to receive any ideas, articles, 
puzzles, thoughts, poems, etc. that you may 
have. Please note that we may need to edit the 
content for space, format, and correctness. 
 
If you would prefer to get this newsletter 
electronically, please send us your request to 
bfcchurch@qwest.net. Please indicate 
whether you want to receive the newsletter by 
email, or via our website at 
www.blackforestcommunitychurch.org 
The newsletter (either by email or on the web) 
is in PDF format, which can be viewed by 
using the (free) Adobe® Reader®. We will 
adjust our mailing lists accordingly. 
 

-- Church Development Committee 
 

enjoy this  brief bio, which can also be viewed on our website ,  www.blackforestcommunitychurch.org.  
Rev. Sam Fisher was born in Morgantown, Pennsylvani a. He met his wife Mary Sue in 

Kingsport, Tennessee while on a public relations to ur for Mount Carmel High School. Mary was a 
student there majoring in Nursing, at the time, at East Tennessee State University. Sam and Mary 
were married and have two children. Nathan and Char la both are married, have families and reside in 
Colorado Springs.  

Sam majored in Psychology at Azusa Pacific Universit y, earned a Masters of Divinity in New 
Testament and counseling, and a Doctor of Ministry in family life and church renewal. His ministry 
has taken him to Moreno Valley, and Walnut, CA. In the latter city he planted a new church. After 18 
years of ministry there he was called to Colorado S prings where he was on staff for 8 years at the 
Church at Woodmoor specializing in Youth ministry an d Pastoral Care.  

In February of 2006 he was called to the Black Fore st Community Church where he has served 
to the present time.  

Sam’s interests other than ministry include, hiking  the mountain trails of Colorado, 
mountaineering, and skiing. Mary loves to garden, a nd travel the byways of the Rocky Mountains. 
Both love to spend time with, and spoil their four grandchildren. They consider it a great privilege t o 
be serving at the Black Forest Community Church.  
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The choir meets Sundays for practice:The choir meets Sundays for practice:The choir meets Sundays for practice:The choir meets Sundays for practice:    
Women’s Ensemble Women’s Ensemble Women’s Ensemble Women’s Ensemble –––– 8:00 am 8:00 am 8:00 am 8:00 am    
Choir Choir Choir Choir –––– 8:30  8:30  8:30  8:30 –––– 9:30 am 9:30 am 9:30 am 9:30 am    

We also meet the first Wednesday of the month (Family Night) for a practice We also meet the first Wednesday of the month (Family Night) for a practice We also meet the first Wednesday of the month (Family Night) for a practice We also meet the first Wednesday of the month (Family Night) for a practice 
session.session.session.session.    
    

We are happy to invWe are happy to invWe are happy to invWe are happy to invite anyone of any age and style of music to perform special ite anyone of any age and style of music to perform special ite anyone of any age and style of music to perform special ite anyone of any age and style of music to perform special 
music during the service. All musical instruments are also welcome. Please contact music during the service. All musical instruments are also welcome. Please contact music during the service. All musical instruments are also welcome. Please contact music during the service. All musical instruments are also welcome. Please contact 
Patty Evans, Music DirectorPatty Evans, Music DirectorPatty Evans, Music DirectorPatty Evans, Music Director, for all requests, for all requests, for all requests, for all requests....    
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For more details, please view the BFCC calendar at 
www.blackforestcommunitychurch.org, or call the off ice. 

 
Date Time Event 
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Sun, Mar 9  Daylight Savings Begins 
�����	
��#�� ��$����� %�
���	�������
Sun, Mar 16  Palm Sunday 
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Sun, Mar 23  Easter Sunday 
Sun, Mar 23 After worship Easter Egg Hunt 

5th grade and younger 
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Sat, May 10Sat, May 10Sat, May 10Sat, May 10    5:30 5:30 5:30 5:30 –––– 9:30 pm 9:30 pm 9:30 pm 9:30 pm    Spring FlingSpring FlingSpring FlingSpring Fling    
Sun, May 11  Mother’s Day 
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Mon, May 26  Memorial Day 

 

From the Trustees 
�
We will be holding a 
Work Day this May. This 
is where we clean up the 
outside area, and make 
some repairs. The date is 
to be determined, but it 
will be a Saturday. We 
will post the Work Day 
details on the BFCC 
Calendar this spring. 

Music Music Music Music NoteNoteNoteNotessss 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL     

Time Class  Location  
9:00 – 10:00 am Adult Education Log Building,  

conference room 
9:00 – 10:00 am High School Log Building, 

youth room 
Varies Middle School Varies 

10:15 – 11:15 am 
 

Preschool – 
elementary 

Morast Hall 

  

BFCC Youth EventsBFCC Youth EventsBFCC Youth EventsBFCC Youth Events    
 

Date(s)  Event  Time 
Mar 5th  Family Night; Youth Group 

Meeting 
6:00 pm 

Mar 14th  – 16th   Snow Trip (skiing, sledding, etc) TBA 
Mar 19th  Youth Group Meeting 6:30 pm 
Mar 22nd  Dye Easter Eggs 10:00 am 
Mar 23rd Hide Easter Eggs 9:00 am 
Apr 2nd  Family Night; Youth Group 

Meeting 
6:00 pm 

Apr 16th  Youth Group Meeting 6:30 pm 
May 7th  Family Night; Youth Group 

Meeting 
6:00 pm 

May 21st  Youth Group Meeting 6:30 pm 

 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE UCC  ROCKY MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE UCC  ROCKY MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE UCC  ROCKY MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE UCC  
RETREATSRETREATSRETREATSRETREATS    

[Children, Youth, and Adults]����
 Date(s) ���� Event ���� Grade/Age ����

Mar 14th – 16th Middle School Spring Retreat gr. 6-8 
April 18th – 20th High School Spring Retreat gr. 9-12 
May 16th - 18th SAVA Retreat (Spiritual Alive 

Young Adults 
age 18 + 

 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE UCC  ROCKY MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE UCC  ROCKY MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE UCC  ROCKY MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE UCC  

SUMMER CAMPSSUMMER CAMPSSUMMER CAMPSSUMMER CAMPS    
[Children, Youth, and Adults]����

Date(s) ���� Event ���� Grade/Age ����

July 10-12th  Grandparent & Me  age 5 - 11 
July 13 – 19th Pioneer  gr 2 - 4 
 Explorer  gr 4 – 6 
 Voyager Music gr 6 – 8 
 Contemplative Life graduating 

senior or older 
July 20 – 26th  Explorer Music gr 4 – 6 
 Voyager gr 7 - 8 
Aug 3 – 9th  MADD Camp High School 

gr 9 - 12 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For questions or further 
information, please contact 

Linda Buesing, 
Christian Ed. Director, 

at 495-2207 or by email at 
bfcclinda@qwest.net  

 

The schedules for events may change 
or new events may be added. Please 
visit our website, and click on Christian 
Ed., then Education Calendar to get 
more up-to-date information, or contact 
Linda Buesing. 
 
 

Registration for all RETREATS  must be 
made by the Church. You must contact 
Linda Buesing to register for these 
types of events. 
 

Registration for all CAMPS  must be 
completed online at www.rmcucc.org 
(See brochure on table in narthex for 
full details.) 
 

For camp scholarships , please contact 
Linda Buesing.  
 
 

We are planning a -��
��.�����	�����-��
��.�����	�����-��
��.�����	�����-��
��.�����	�����  
for this summer. Details will be 
available after March 15 th on our 
website, or you may contact Linda 
Buesing. 
 

 

 
 

Vacation Bible School will be held June 
23rd – 27th of 2008. We will provide more 
information and details on our website 
by Apr 1, 2008. Please go to 
www.blackforestcommunitychurch.org, 
then click on Christian Education, then 
Vacation Bible School.  

Sunday School and Events Schedules 
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March:  One Great Hour of Sharing 
  Easter Hams for Care & Share 

 Rev. Steven Fisher’s Orphanage 
 in Zambia 

 

April: CASA (Court Appointed Special 
Advocates for abused children) 

 

May:  Strengthen the Church 
  Migrant Kits for La Puente 
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After 10+ years of dutifully working as 
Greeter, Shirley Kennedy is stepping down. 
She has always put forward a bright, cheerful 
face to us as she handed out bulletins before 
service. She has been attending Black Forest 
Community Church for over 25 years, and is 
especially fond of birthday & anniversary 
celebrations in Hardesty Hall. She also enjoys 
the potlucks where “you never know what you 
are going to get!”  We’ll see Shirley again 
when the roads and parking lot are no longer 
encrusted with snow and ice. Thank you, 
Shirley, for performing Greeter duties all these 
years! 
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Recently, we asked some children in Sunday 
School: 
“What do Moms want for Mother’s Day?” 
 

 “Love and flowers” – Emma 
“Peace and quiet and 
roses” 

– Chantáe 
 

“A day without cleaning 
and without kids” 

– Sarah 
 

“Chocolate!!!!” – Desirée & Destiny 

“Flowers” – Brendan 
“Diamonds and pretty 
things” 

–  Cole  

“Happiness” – David 

“Chocolate cake and 
flowers” 

– Trey 

“Day off from working!” – Wes 
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We have so many interesting people in our congregation, but how well do we know 
them? Whether you have been coming to the BFCC for 60 years or 60 minutes, you 
just might be surprised by our congregants! 
 

Ruth Ann Steele 
Ruth Ann was born on Sep. 26, 1925 in Nebraska City, Nebraska, where her family owned a 

farm. She went to a small, rural school of about 8 students. Her mother taught her to play the piano 
when she was around 7 years old. Ruth Ann took her love of music to college and earned a Masters 
Degree in Music Education and a Special Masters Degree in Learning Disabilities. She met her late 
husband, Jim, in college. They taught throughout the mid-west, including Chicago, and settled down in 
Black Forest in 1957. Ruth Ann worked for the Cherry Creek District, and her initial teaching contract 
was contained on a 4” x 5” recipe card. She taught music at various schools (elementary school was 
her favorite) until she retired in 1980.  

Ruth Ann was brought to the BFCC by her good friend, Jeanette Goodlette, about 15 or so 
years ago, where she plays the piano and organ for worship services. "Ruth Ann is very gifted. Not 
many people realize that she regularly arranges and composes many, many pieces for us, including 
cantatas." said Patty Evans, Music Director. "And her expertise is not limited to voice and piano; she 
has written parts for various wind and string instruments."  

Ruth Ann likes to keep herself busy. She started the Slash Mulch program in 1994 and keeps it 
running smoothly. She is a certified Master Gardener. She serves on the El Paso County Forestry & 
Weeds Advisory Commission. Just last summer, she started a local choral group called the Forest 
Chorus. Ruth Ann is also a bird lover. She put over 150 blue bird boxes on a trail on her property, and 
is very happy to have spotted a flock of wild turkeys from her windows.   
 

Joanne Bostrom 
Joanne was born and raised in Bay City, Michigan. A self-professed “free spirit”, she headed for 

Los Angeles after high school graduation. She landed in LAX with $68 in her pocket. She was hitch-
hiking from the airport, when a car pulled over. The driver asked her where she was going. She 
replied, “Where are you going?” He said, “Laguna Beach”. “That’s where I’m going, then!” She stayed 
in Southern California for around 18 months, at times living in a cave on the beach. She would work 
for restaurants in exchange for food. When she didn’t need any food or money, she didn’t work. 
Eventually, she came to terms for working for “the establishment”. Meanwhile, her sister had moved to 
Longmont, CO. Joanne went to visit her, and the two went to Colorado Springs for a visit. Joanne fell 
in love with Colorado Springs, but wasn’t sure if she wanted to move. She went back to L.A., but when 
she heard John Denver’s “Rocky Mountain High”, she thought that answered her question and she 
moved to Colorado. 

In 1981, she took a house-sitting job in Black Forest. She loved the area, and eventually found 
some property and built on it. She met Norm at work; the two married, and have lived here ever since. 
She and Norm began coming to Black Forest Community Church around 1990, when Jennifer was 3 
years old. Prior to that, they had been going to the Lutheran church.  

When Joanne began working in Colorado Springs, her workmates would play pool after work. 
She tagged along, and began to play pool. In 1995, she won the National Championship held in Las 
Vegas. In August, State Games (sort of a mini-olympics) are held in Colorado Springs. Joanne won 
silver medals in 2004 and 2005 for the Women’s Pool Division, and won gold medals in 2006 and 
2007.  

- Continued on page 7 - 
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Art Navalta 
Art was born and raised in Manila of the Philippines. His father had come to the US when he 

was 13, joined the US Army and served in WWII and the Korean War before returning to the 
Philippines. Art lived in Manila until after college. Because his father was a US citizen, Art also had 
US citizenship and he, like his father, joined the US Army, where he served for 3 years. Art came 
to Colorado and got his Masters in Guidance and Counselling Psychology through the University of 
Northern Colorado.  

Art got a job with the El Paso County Department of Human Services, where he has worked 
for 23 years. He met Mona through work, and when they married, they moved to Black Forest 
where they have lived for the past 11+ years. He and Mona have been members of the Black 
Forest Community Church for at least 10 years. Art and Mona have two children: Cole (10) and 
Trey (9). Art is currently manager of the Youth and Family Services, which focuses on families with 
high-risk teens. He develops programs that offer creative ways to help these families and their 
teens. Not many people know that after high school, Art had thought his calling was to be a pastor 
and he went to a Bible college for one year. After a long introspection and looking for God's will, he 
decided that his calling was to work in a ministry to help people. He finds his career a perfect fit 
with his calling.  

Art has many varied interests, and hopes to spread his enthusiasm for learning different 
things to his children. He considers himself an "adrenaline junkie"; he has been skydiving, bungee 
jumping, etc. When he got married, he toned that down a bit. He is an avid scuba diver, plays 
racquetball, and has a black belt in judo. He competed in judo until he broke his arm in a 
tournament, but he still loves to watch the sport. He loves his Harley Davidson motorcycle and 
attends a huge bike rally in the small town of Sturgis, South Dakota (pop. 2000). When the Sturgis 
Bike Rally is in full swing, there are upwards of 700,000 bike enthuasists for the week, and he 
loves every minute of it. Art used to train dogs for the German sport "schutzhund", which involves 
competitions for "working" dogs - police dogs, military dogs, etc. such as German shepherds and 
doberman pinschers. The competition involves 3 areas of skill: tracking, obedience and protection.  
  Art is also very musical. He plays the guitar and is teaching his children to play the guitar. 
As a teen and into his college days, he was involved with the Southern Baptist church in the 
Philippines. He was part of an evangelistic singing group, and they performed in the remote areas 
of the islands. He continues to lend his voice today as part of the BFCC choir.  
 

Prayer Requests 
 

Our congregation has a group, the 
Prayer Chain , who are ready to 
pray for any problems or concerns 
you may have.  
 

     If you would like to have a prayer 
           sent out to the Prayer Chain, 
please contact the church office at 
495-2207 or by email to 
bfcchurch@qwest.net.  
 

If you would like to be part of the 
Prayer Chain, contact the church 
office and let us know if you want to 
be called or emailed with prayer 
requests.    

�

Mark Your Calendars! 
The BFCC will be hosting a Spring 
Fling dinner & dance at the Community 
Center on Saturday, May 10, 2008. 
Dinner will be from 5:30 – 6:30 pm, 
followed by dancing, beginning around 
7:30 pm. People of all ages are welcome. 
More details, including ticket sales, are 
coming soon! 
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b m x b s t s e n m d b r  
u o o a z g r b e e s e h  
t t n s g d e h a l h s a  
t h i e u y u s c t s r y  
e e u b c n t b a i p e f  
r r q a d e s e l n i w e  
f s e l r i w h b g l o v  
l d l l v r y i i s u h e  
i a a t e g r d v n t s r  
e y n m y d e u d o e u c  
s r r a s k u m g w n e t  
r a e a p r i l f o o l s  
w j v l o n g e r d a y s  
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April Fools  
Baseball 
Bees 
Birds 
Butterflies 
Easter 
Eggs 
Hay Fever 
Longer Days 
 

Melting Snow  
Mothers Day 
Mud 
Nests 
Showers 
Sunshine 
Tulips 
Vernal Equinox 
Warmer Weather 
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