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Newsletter of the Black Forest Community Church – United Church of Christ 
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The little church with the big heart. 
SUMMER 2008 
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    Spring. Whenever I think of the word, I am draw n to a forward 
posture, a disposition of progress in my thoughts. And 
“progress” is the word, the posture, that best descri bes the 
present ambiance and atmosphere of the Black Forest  
Community Church.  

In this Issue: 
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Bible Trivia Question pg. 5 
Buena Vista Retreat pg. 7 
Christian Ed. Schedule pg. 4 
Church Calendar pg. 3 
Church Contact Information pg. 1 
Games pg. 8 
Graduates pg. 3 
Meet the Congregation pg. 6 
Missions Highlights pg. 5 
Music Notes pg. 3 
Nurse Notes pg. 5 
Pastor’s Corner pg. 2 
Prayer Request Information pg. 7 
Sound of Music pg. 7 
Spring Fling Results pg. 3 
Thank You! pg. 5 
 

    We hope you enjoy  The Forester  newsletter . 
Please pass this newsletter on to family, 
friends and neighbors who might also enjoy it.  
    We are happy to receive any ideas, articles, 
puzzles, thoughts, poems, etc. that you may 
have. Please note that w e may need to edit the 
content for space, format, and correctness. 
    If you would prefer to get this newslette r 
electronically , please send us your request to 
bfcchurch@qwest.net . Please indicate 
whether you want to receive the newsletter by 
email, or via our website at: 

www.blackforestcommunitychurch.org 
    The newsletter (either by email or on the 
web) is in PD F format, which can be viewed by 
using the (free) Adobe® Reader®. Once we 
receive your request, w e will adjust our 
mailing lists accordingly. 
 

-- Church Development Committee  
 

    The Collegiate Dictionary defines “progress” as f ollows: 
forward or onward movement toward a destination wit h some auxiliary concepts: to 
develop, make progress, advance, make headway, take  steps forward, move on, get on, 
gain ground; improve, get better, make strides; thr ive, prosper, blossom, flourish. 

    A more defined spirituality flows in our worshi p, share groups and ministries, both 
inwardly and outwardly.  
    Spirituality flows inwardly with prayer and a n ewly introduced share group. Prayer is 
expressed through many channels: the Prayer Chain, in worship, in small groups and 
individually. The Small Group Meeting provides time  to share a meal, life experiences and 
spiritual quests.  
    Spirituality flows outwardly in the way the chu rch is taking steps to reach out to the 
community. The Rocky Mountain Conference of the Uni ted Church of Christ has provided 
workshops to instruct and assist in designing minis tries to specifically address the needs 
and interests of the persons in our community.  The  newly formed committee, Church 
Development, is focused on strategies to build chur ch visibility in the community and grow 
the congregation. These strategies include people-o riented changes to improve church 
relations with newcomers, and changes to facilities  and property to improve ambiance, 
aesthetics and accessibility.    
    As we move into the summer months, it gives me great joy to be here and to be part of this 
process. I love the Black Forest Community Church. 
    Sincerely, 
    Reverend Sam Fisher 
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The choir will be breaking for the summer (June through August). ThThe choir will be breaking for the summer (June through August). ThThe choir will be breaking for the summer (June through August). ThThe choir will be breaking for the summer (June through August). There will be ere will be ere will be ere will be 
one or two select Sundays on which the choir sings, and Patty will organize those one or two select Sundays on which the choir sings, and Patty will organize those one or two select Sundays on which the choir sings, and Patty will organize those one or two select Sundays on which the choir sings, and Patty will organize those 
practices. Most Sundays in the summer will have special presentations (solos, practices. Most Sundays in the summer will have special presentations (solos, practices. Most Sundays in the summer will have special presentations (solos, practices. Most Sundays in the summer will have special presentations (solos, 
duets, small ensembles, instrumental pieces, etc) in place of our regular anthem. duets, small ensembles, instrumental pieces, etc) in place of our regular anthem. duets, small ensembles, instrumental pieces, etc) in place of our regular anthem. duets, small ensembles, instrumental pieces, etc) in place of our regular anthem.     
    

We are happy to invite anyone of any age and style of music to perform special We are happy to invite anyone of any age and style of music to perform special We are happy to invite anyone of any age and style of music to perform special We are happy to invite anyone of any age and style of music to perform special 
music during the service. All musical instruments are also welcome. Please contact music during the service. All musical instruments are also welcome. Please contact music during the service. All musical instruments are also welcome. Please contact music during the service. All musical instruments are also welcome. Please contact 
Patty Evans, Music DirectorPatty Evans, Music DirectorPatty Evans, Music DirectorPatty Evans, Music Director, for all requests, for all requests, for all requests, for all requests....    
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The schedules for events may change or new events m ay be 
added.  For changes and/or more details, please view the 

BFCC calendar at www.bfcc-ucc.org, or call the offi ce. 
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Jun 7  – 14th    Youth Group Mission Trip  

Jun 8th  6:00 pm Small Group Meeting 
Jun 13 – 15 th  Various RMC Annual Meeting 

Jun 22nd  6:00 pm Small Group Meeting 
Jun 23 – 27 th 9 am - noon VBS 2008 

Jul 6th 6:00 pm Small Group Meeting 
Jul 18 – 20 th   Buena Vista Retreat 

Jul 20th 6:00 pm Small Group Meeting 
Aug 3rd 6:00 pm Small Group Meeting 
Aug 9 th  Black Forest Festival & 

Parade 
Aug 13th   7:30 pm Board Meeting 

Aug 16 th  Tbd “Vision Quest” workshop  
Aug 17th 6:00 pm Small Group Meeting 
Aug 31st  6:00 pm  Small Group Meeting 
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David Buesing  – Lewis Palmer High 
Iris Wehmeyer  – Pine Creek High 
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Laura (Bain) Eckert 
BS in Health Care Science – Nutrition 
University of Colorado at Colorado Springs 
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Adult Ed. and Middle School classes break for the 
summer. They will resume Sept. 7, 2008. 
Note: the decision for High School classes was not 
made at the time of this printing. 

Time Class  Location  
10:15 – 11:15 am 

 
Preschool – 
elementary 

Morast Hall 
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Date(s)  Event  Time 
Jun 4th  Mission Trip Orientation 6:00 pm 

Jun 7 – 14th    Omaha Mission Trip  
Jun 18th   Mission Experience Review 6:00 pm 
Jul 2nd   Youth Group (No family night) 6:00 pm 
Jul 16th  Youth Group Meeting 6:00 pm 
Aug 6th   Youth Group (No family night) 6:00 pm 
Aug 9th  Black Forest Festival   

Aug 20th  Youth Group Meeting 6:00 pm 
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[Children, Youth, and Adults]����
 Date(s) ���� Event ���� Grade/Age ����

Sep 26 – 28th  Middle School Fall Retreat gr. 6-8 
Oct 17 – 19th  High School Fall Retreat gr. 9-12 
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[Children, Youth, and Adults]����
Date(s) ���� Event ���� Grade/Age ����

July 10-12th  Grandparent & Me  age 5 - 11 
July 13 – 19th Pioneer  gr 2 - 4 
 Explorer  gr 4 – 6 
 Voyager Music gr 6 – 8 
 Contemplative Life graduating 

senior or older 
July 20 – 26th  Explorer Music gr 4 – 6 
 Voyager gr 7 - 8 
Aug 3 – 9th  MADD Camp High School 

gr 9 - 12 
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For questions or further 
information, please contact 

Linda Buesing, 
Christian Ed. Director, 

at 495-2207 or by email at 
bfcclinda@qwest.net  

 

The schedules for events may change 
or new events may be added. Please 
visit our website, and click on Christian 
Ed., then Education Calendar to get 
more up-to-date information, or contact 
Linda Buesing. 
 
 

Registration for all RETREATS  must be 
made by the Church. You must contact 
Linda Buesing to register for these 
types of events. 
 

Registration for all CAMPS  must be 
completed online at www.rmcucc.org 
(See brochure on table in narthex for 
full details.) 
 

For camp scholarships , please contact 
Linda Buesing.  
 
 

 
 

Vacation Bible School will be held June 
23rd – 27th of 2008. The theme is Beach 
Party: Surfin’ Through the Scriptures . 
This is open to all children from 
preschool through 6 th grade.   
 
For registration, please contact Joanne 
Bostrom at 495-4462, or visit our 
website at www.bfcc-ucc.org, and click 
on Christian Education, then Vacation 
Bible School.  
 
For general information, please contact 
Linda Buesing at 495-2207. 

Sunday School and Events Schedules 
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JuneJuneJuneJune: : : :     Compassion International 
 
JulyJulyJulyJuly:::: Heifer International  
 
AugustAugustAugustAugust:::: Project Redirect  

����������� �
 
   A good idea for a healthy and budget-
friendly food item is peanut butter. It is an 
inexpensive and nutritionally good 
substitute for eggs and dairy products. The 
oil it contains is polyunsaturated fat, the 
good fat that cardiac diets contain. 
   Two teaspoons of peanut butter on a big 
slice of bread is less than 30% of total 
calories of a daily caloric allowance. It also 
contains protein, and vitamins B and E: all 
necessary for cell metabolism.  
   This makes a peanut butter sandwich an 
ideal nutritional snack. Then add a ¼ cup of 
raisins or other dried fruit, and you have an 
inexpensive, super energy-filled lunch for 
about $1.00. A one pound jar of peanut 
butter can go a long way in providing 
increased nutrition to a family. 

--- Carlene, Parish Nurse 
495-4770 

�

    Do you have a servant’s heart? Has God 
blessed you with the insight to see the needs 
of o thers and reach out in compassion and 
understanding even when they, themselves, 
cannot or will not reach out and ask for help?     
    Our very own Matt McHugh, age 13 , 
embodies such a heart, and in so doing, sets 
an example for all of us here at Black Fo rest 
Community Church. If you’re trying to locate 
Matt at church on a Sunday morning, you’ll 
find him helping in the kitchen, caring for our 
little ones in the nursery, assisting the 
teachers with Sunday School, or cleaning 
Hardesty Hall after hospitality hour. All 
without being asked.  
    A servant’s heart has more to do with your 
relationship with God than it has to do with 
your desire to be recognized for your good 
deeds, as Matt demonstrates to us with his 
quiet, modest, unassuming help wherever and 
whenever our church needs it. Matt McHugh, 
we appreciate you! 
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In honor of Father’s Day, we asked the children 
in Sunday School: 

“What did your Dad or Grandad do for 
fun when he was your age?” 

 

“Dad would play outside and do weird stuff. He 
would take a wasp & sting himself on purpose” 
- Cole N. 
 

“Dad would strap rockets onto his GI Joe’s and 
shoot them up in the air.” - Wes T. 
 

“Grandpa played with his friends and with his 
dad.” - Isabella R. 
 

“Grandpa watched his mom cut off a chicken’s 
head!” - David R. 
 

“Grandpa played in his back yard.” - Matthew 
R. 
 

“Grandad liked to draw and swim.” – Chantáe 
S. 

By Freddie Holmes 
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 Jo was born and raised near Montgomery, Alabama. She attended Troy State Teacher’s 
College where she got degrees in English and Math. Rolling up her sleeves, she went on to get 
Masters Degrees in English, Math and Psychology at Auburn University. She continued her studies 
and performed her doctoral work in education: part at Greeley and part at University of Denver. She 
taught at two junior colleges. She met her husband, Douglas, while she taught at a UCC junior 
college. Doug was the President of the college; he came from North Dakota, and had attended Oberlin 
Seminary in Ohio.  

After they were married, he went back into the ministry, and they moved to Rock Springs, 
Wyoming. He was called as pastor of the First Congregational Church UCC; she taught at the high 
school. They lived there for 7 years. 

They then moved to Colorado Springs, where Doug was called as pastor of the First 
Congregational Church UCC. Jo taught in District 2 for 21 years, teaching high school English. After 4 
years, Doug became a founding pastor of the Church of Woodmoor, an ecumenical congregation. He 
ministered there for 17 years. In 1989, Doug participated in a minister exchange program, where he 
and Jo moved to northern England for a year. In 1990, they both retired.  

Today, Jo works tirelessly on several projects. She is on the board of the Christian Ministry in 
National Parks. This is a group that provides worship services for the employees of the park service as 
well as tourists. She also continues the work of her husband, who organized the group that works with 
San Luis Valley, including La Puente. She also continues his work with the Fellowship of the Second 
Mile. Doug helped found this organization which gives upwards of $15,000 a year to help other start-
up organizations; these organizations can be anywhere in the world, but whose focus is their own 
local community.  

Jo started coming to Black Forest Community Church in 1991. She was especially impressed 
and moved by Peggy Morast’s graciousness.  Jo and Doug both knew Nick Natelli, and so joined the 
church. Jo became a member of the BFCC, and Doug an associate member. They also had 
membership at the Church of Woodmoor: Doug a member and Jo an associate member.  

Jo is very fond of the BFCC; she views this church as her family. She is especially grateful that 
the church stood by her during several very difficult times in her life: the death of her husband and two 
major surgeries.  
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Dorcas was born in Goddard, KS (west of Wichita). Her dad was a Methodist minister, her 

mother a homemaker. A month after she was born, her father had seen Dorcas Reins, a ballet dancer, 
and was so impressed, that he changed the birth certificate’s name to be Virginia Dorcas Burns. 
Dorcas finished high school in Winfield, KS. She went to Methodist College for 2 years, and then 
graduated from Colorado State College (known today as UNC). She met Elmer in her junior year on a 
blind date. Neither one of them found the date to be memorable, because two months later she saw 
him again and they didn’t recognize each other. However, this second time around, sparks flew. Elmer 
went into the Army, and before he left the states, they were engaged. 

After graduation, Dorcas taught PE for one year in David City, NE. Then Elmer came back from 
Korea and they got married. They moved to Greeley, and Elmer finished his degree. They moved to 
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Hoxie, KS, where Elmer taught. In the summer, they would move back to Greeley where Elmer 
would work on his Master’s Degree in Industrial Arts. They went back and forth for 3 years.  

In ’66, they moved to Black Forest. In ’67, they started coming to the Black Forest 
Community Church. Al Bridges was the Adult Education teacher, and Elmer and Dorcas liked him 
so much they chose this church. Elmer taught at Air Academy in District 20 and Dorcas taught for 
17 years at Mountain View Elementary. That is where she met Sue Schelonka. They’ve been good 
friends since 1971. 

When Dorcas was growing up, her family would go camping one month every summer. The 
mailman would come by twice a week bringing mail and food. Dorcas carried on that tradition with 
her own family. 

Dorcas loves to travel. She and Elmer traveled to Hawaii and Canada. And Dorcas has 
been to China and Vietnam. She has parasailed twice – in Mexico and Hawaii. She has 
parachuted in Cañon City. She loves to play bridge, work on her yard, and spend time with her 
grandchildren. 

Prayer Requests 
 

Our congregation has a group, the 
Prayer Chain , who are ready to 
pray for any problems or concerns 
you may have.  
 

     If you would like to have a prayer 
           sent out to the Prayer Chain, 
please contact the church office at 
495-2207 or by email to 
bfcchurch@qwest.net.  
 

If you would like to be part of the 
Prayer Chain, contact the church 
office and let us know if you want to 
be called or emailed with prayer 
requests.    

�

��������	
����
���
�

����������������

����� �
 � ���� 
� ���!���� ��� ���"� ������
"�

��� �
���#$������������ ��� ��!���"� �
�����"�
���!� ��������� 
��� ����$� %��� �����
������
����"� ������ 
��� ��� ���
�����
�
�!��
� ��� ���� �
����&�� '��#��� �
�� 	�
���
���� ���
���"� ��������(������� "� ��� �
���
)���
��
�!
���
��*+*(,-.+��

�������
���+����,����
����!!����,�-��
����
�������
���+����,����
���������

%*)�.�����
����	���
��	��
����������"��/�0)%(1�

$%&'&2*(�
Shows: 7 pm shows on June 12, 13, 14, 19, 20 & 21.  
1 pm matinees on June 14 & 21. Tickets are $8 each for all 
shows. 
To reserve tickets, call the office (495-5672) or go to the 
website www.forestgate.org, and click on the “Reserve 
Tickets for Sound of Music here” link. 

Our own Sarah McHugh is performing as Brigita, 
one of the von Trapp children. 
 
“Everybody in the cast is really nice and they help 
you out if you miss a few lines”, says Sarah about 
the play. Sarah enjoys playing the part of Brigita. 
“She’s fun! Not afraid to say what she thinks. 
She’s a big bookworm and so am I.” 
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There are thirty books of the Bible in this paragraph. Can you find them? This is a most remarkable 
puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to 
Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed it on to some friends. One 
friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from hi s john boat. Another friend studied it while 
playing his banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she mentioned it in her 
weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving, she brews 
a cup of tea to help her nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to spot. That is a  
fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the book names are not 
necessarily capitalized. Truthfully, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a 
minister or scholar to see some of them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our  
genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph. During a recent 
fund raising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new sales 
record. The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this puzzle was 
one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, the books are all right 
here in plain view hidden from sight. Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from 
those who have to be shown. One revelation that may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may 
occur without their numbers. Also keep in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle are 
normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those who claim to know the 
answers. Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus as there really are 30 books of the Bible 
lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting to be found. Good luck – hope you can find all 30… I 
did!  
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Peter and Andrew (Matthew 4:18-20) 
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