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We hope you enjoy The Forester newsletter.
Please pass this newsletter on to family,
friends and neighbors who might also enjoy

it.

Did you know that you can view our
on the internet? Visit
www.bfcc-ucc.org (or

newsletters in color
our website at
www.blackforestcommunitychurch.org),
then click on “General Information”, then
“Forester Newsletter”. If you prefer to view
the newsletter on the internet, please let us
know, and we’ll update our mailing lists
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Pew Commemorative
Plaques

Mim Culpepper’s daughter, Madlyn Bridgman,
expressed her wish to commemorate the pew
seat that her mother regularly used. From her
idea, the Church Development Committee is
offering for sale Pew Commemorative Plaques
to anyone who is attending or has attended our
church. These plaques will be placed as close
to the chosen seat as possible. Proceeds from
the sale of these plaques will be used towards
sanctuary improvements and modifications.

We would like to ask you to get the word out to
people who have a connection to the church
and who hold it in warm regards.

Brochures, which provide complete information
on how to select and purchase these plaques,
are available in the sanctuary. If you are unable
to come to the church, we will be happy to mail
you a brochure. Please contact the church
office to request a brochure.

- Chris Jackson
Church Development Committee

appropriately.

-- Church Development Committee

ek pe!

We would like to thank all those individuals
who work throughout the year for Christian
Education. Whether you are involved in
Sunday school, Vacation Bible School, the
Christmas pageant, Youth Group activities
or advising the Christian Ed programs, your
many hours of poring through curriculums,
preparing for classes, working for
fundraisers to pay for the programs and all
the other countless and time-consuming
jobs are invaluable. These individuals work
very hard to bring spiritual guidance and
education to people young and old alike.
There are too many individuals to list here in
this space, but the affect they have on
enriching the lives of Christians is significant
and will always be felt.



Would you like to contribute to

with any announcements, ideas, articles,

puzzles, thoughts, poems, etc.? We are happy
to accept these, but please note that we may

need to edit the content for space, format, and
correctness. Email or contact the church
office  with your contribu
indicate that it is for The Forester.

The Forester

tion and please

BECC Board Meetings Church Calendar
. For details or changes, please view the BFCC calend ar at
The Board will break for June www.bfgc-uc%.org, or call the office.
& July.
Beginning in August, the meetings
are on the 2" Wednesday of the Date Time Event
month, and begin at 7:00pm. Each Jun 7 6 —8pm Small Group Meeting & Potluck
committee meets at different Jun15-19 | 9-noon Vacation Bible School
times, so if you want to attend a Jun 21 Father's Day
committee meeting, please check 6 —8pm Small Group Meeting & Potluck
with the chair of that committee. Jun 26 — 28 Buena Vista Retreat
Jul 5 6 -8 pm Small Group Meeting & Potluck
S=v_ S = Jul 19 — 25 Youth Group Mission Trip
o= s = A Aug 2 6 —8pm Small Group Meeting & Potluck
Miggions Hiqadiqats Aug 8 Black Forest Festival &
Rummage Sale
June Back Bay Mission Youth Trip Aug 16 6-8pm | Small Group Meeting & Potluck
Strengthen the Church Aug 23 Church Picnic
July G. LIFE (Urban & Gang
Outreach)
August  TESSA (Domestic ABuse | s A A AR e
Shelter and Prevention) Congr atulati ons.
Craduates!

: High School Graduates:

: Joshua Brown — Liberty High

: Taylor Davis — Coronado High

: Rebecca Fathman — Rampart High

: College Graduates:

: Cayle Stickler - University of Colorado at Colorado

: Springs: B.S. in Computer Programming and B.S. in
: Electrical Engineering

Music Notes ﬂ ‘

_J

The choir will be breaking for the summer (June
select Sundays on which the choir sings, and Patty
in the summer will have special presentations (solo
pieces, etc) in place of our regular anthem.

We are happy to invite anyone of any age and st
the service. All musical instruments are also welco
Director, for all requests.

through August). There may be one or two
will organize those practices. Most Sundays
S, duets, small ensembles, instrumental

yle of music to perform special music during
me. Please contact Patty Evans, Music




Christian Education

Sunday School and Events Schedules

SUNDAY SCHOOL For more information, please contact Linda
Time Class _ Location_ Buesing, Christian Ed. Director,
9:00 — 10:00 am A(_JIuIt Education Resumes this fall. at 495-2207 or by email at
9:00 - 10:00 am  High School Watch for details! bfcclinda@qwestoffice.net
10:15-11:15am  Middle School ' q :
10:15-11:15am  Preschool — Morast Hall

elementary The schedules for events may change or new

events may be added. Please visit our website,

- : and click on Christian Ed., then Education
BFCC High School Youth Fellowship Events | calendar to get more up-to-date information, or

contact Linda Buesing.

Date(s) Event Time
Jun 3 Youth Trip to Elitch’s
Jun 6 Car Wash & Concessions Registration for all RETREATS must be made
Jun 17 ::(umtjr:al\l/lsert' 6_s8 by the Church. You must contact Linda
b Sl L Buesing to register for these types of events.
Jul 1 Trip to Garden of the Gods g g P
Jul 12 Ice Cream Social Fundraiser Meet at noon | Registration for all CAMPS _ must be completed
JuIJL1“91525 Xgﬂ:ﬂ m;itig?ﬂip o Biloxi 6-8pm | online at www.rmcucc.org (See brochures
Alg 5 Youth Meeting 6—8 pm downstairs in Hardesty Hall for full details.)

Aug 8 Black Forest Festival —

: ; For camp scholarships , please contact Linda
concessions fundraiser

Aug 15 Water World Bl

Aug 19 Youth Meeting 6 — 8 pm

BFCC Middle School Youth Fellowship Events V@ S 200 9
Date(s) Event Time
Jun 3 Youth Trip to Elitch’s Vacation Bible School will be held  June
Jul 1 Trip to Garden of the Gods 15" — 19" The theme is Camp E.D.G.E. —
Aug 5 Youth Meeting 6 — 8 pm F i
Aug 15 o Experience & Discover God Everywhere

This is open to all children from preschool
through 6 ™ grade.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE

UCC SUMMER CAMPS (2009) For registration, please contact Joanne
[Children, Youth, and Adults] Bostrom at 495-4462, or visit our website at
Date(s) " Event Grade/Age www.bfcc-ucc.org, and click on Christian
Jun 28" - 30"  Grandparent & age 5- 11 Education, then Vacation Bible School.
Me
h h . . 0
Jul 57— 11° E'Of;eef gfj '”é For general information, please contact
Vgg;&g: — g: 6o Linda Buesing at 495-2207.
Contemplative  graduating senior
Life or older
Jul 12" - 18" Explorer Music grda—6
Voyager gr7-8
Jul 26" — Aug 1 MADD Camp High School
gr9-12




Nurse Notes - Hearing Loss

Got a hearing problem? There are different levels of hearing loss and the reasons are varied. It could
be a simple wax buildup in the ear canal. A traumatic head injury or a birth defect can be a cause of a
conductive type. That is when the sound enters the ear, it is not conducted through the ear drum, bones
and membranes to the brain to be interpreted. Sometimes hearing loss is a conductive problem as a
result of excessive exposure to constant loud sounds. Or it could be part of the normal aging process.
Hearing loss could even be as a result of a head cold or head area infections, medicines or tumors.

What is ear wax? It is a mixture of secretions, skin cells, bacteria and water. It is a protective
mechanism against water, dirt, insects, and bacteria entering the ear. Normally, the body processes
move the wax out of the canal. Occasionally, too much wax accumulates, which then causes some
hearing difficulty, pain, itching or ringing in the ear. Water sports, aging changes in the canal shape and
foreign bodies can prevent the normal wax elimination. Foreign bodies include ear plugs, hearing aids or
the use of cotton swabs to clean out the ear.

Hearing loss could be from brain damage sustained when the brain hits against the skull. This could
be due to anything from a hit to the head in sports, to a fall, or to shaking. People who are exposed to
loud noise, e.g. jack hammers or car radios, can ruin the ability to distinguish sounds or have permanent
hearing loss of various degrees.

To recognize hearing loss, ask yourself these questions:

» Is there difficulty hearing high pitches, birds singing, female or children’s voices?
» Is there difficulty hearing the door bell or the telephone ring?
» Is there difficulty understanding conversation within a group of people at a restaurant, in church,
at the theater, etc?
* Is there difficulty hearing clearly what is spoken?
Most people are not aware of hearing loss until someone brings it to their attention.

With hearing loss, one believes people mumble, increases the TV/Radio volume, or asks people to
repeat what they said or speak louder. They may turn their head to one side, use one ear to talk on the
telephone or don’t answer a question appropriately. Eventually, hearing loss progresses and deprives
one of many life experiences. Recent advances in hearing devices are tailored to the individual’s
hearing loss type, are small and less obvious.

Just as it is important to have an annual dental and eye exam, so too is a hearing evaluation high on
the list of importance, especially if one’s hearing isnt’ as good as it used to be. Many hearing centers
offer a free exam with a printout of the results. Take advantage of the many offers this year!

--- Carlene, Parish Nurse
495-4770

>L A ~
Prayer Requests *“/’W%S,

Activities Survey Results

Our congregation has a group, the v
Prayer Chain, who are ready to pray ,,,yygo
for any problems or concerns you may - Q{
have.

If you would like to have a prayer
sent out to the Prayer Chain, please
contact the church office at 495-2207 or
by email to bfcchurch@qgwestoffice.net.

@%1 If you would like to be part of the Thanks to all who filled out the survey
Prayer Chain, contact the church office and also to those who offered their help

v\‘“ o ~and let us know if you want to be called in organizing these activities.

) . or emailed with prayer requests.

R0 - Church Dev. Committee

In February, we asked the congregants to
rate their interest in a variety of BFCC
activities. The results came in and we will
provide activities throughout the

calendar year. As a matter of interest, the
top 3 activities were: 1) day hikes, 2)
picnics, and 3) ice cream socials.

/




WEET THE conREGATIO

We have so many interesting people in our congregation, but how well do we know them?
Whether you have been coming to the BFCC for 60 years or 60 minutes, you just might be
surprised by our congregants!

Bessie Radspinner

Bessie Moore’s story begins in Woodland Park, where she was born in a log cabin. Her mother and
maternal grandparents came from Nebraska and lived in Woodland Park, where they ran a
saddle/stable business, until the Great Depression. Her mother died —
in childbirth giving birth to Bessie’s younger sister when Bessie was —— -
16 months. Bessie’s father, who was half Indian from the West
Coast, worked as a cowboy at various ranches. Bessie’s father died
when she was 4 years old. After that, Bessie and her sister were
raised by her grandparents.

The Great Depression brought about many changes. The
saddle/stable business closed because there was simply no more
business. The federal government began a new program called “Aid
to Dependent Children”. Bessie’s grandparents would get money to
help raise the two grandchildren, if they moved to El Paso County.
They bought 20 acres in what is now called “Pleasant Valley”. They
then traded that ranch for 100 acres in the Security/Widefield area.
That ranch had 90 acres for pasture and 10 acres devoted to raising
corn. It was a self-sustaining ranch, and they did well for two years.
Bessie went to school in a two room building that taught seven
different grades. Then the federal government took the 90 acres, along
with other ranches, to build Camp Carson, as it was then known.

Her grandparents then retired, and moved to western Colorado Springs. Bessie attended Midland
Elementary (which is now in a different building), West Junior High, and then Colorado Springs High.
When she was in the 5™ grade, she met a neighbor’s boy, Verle Radspinner, who was in the Navy.
She remembers being quite impressed when she saw him in his uniform. Years later, he returned
from World War 1l (Japan), and worked for her grandfather to cut fence posts on his 80 acres north of
Woodland Park. Bessie and Verle shared a love for horses, and subsequently spent a lot of time
together.

There were no jobs during that time, so Verle and others signed up with the Army. They were
promised one year at Fort Carson before they would be moved around the country. Verle and Bessie
married, and after the year, they were moved to New York City, then England for two years. Verle
was trained as a diesel engineer, and they moved from place to place to build air strips. They then
moved to California, where they would be moved every three months or so as his services were
required. After a few moves, they came back to Colorado. Verle left the military and turned to
bricklaying. In 1957, he got a job laying bricks at the new Air Force Academy site. They moved to
Black Forest off of Cowpoke Road, even though, at the time, Black Forest was considered “summer
home” territory. Bessie’s five children went to Wolford Elementary, then Air Academy Junior and
Senior High schools.

In 1967, Bessie started working at Ampex, a company that made magnetic tape for tape recorders,
as a mechanical assembler. She worked there for 25 years and is very thankful for that job and
experience. For 27 or more years, Bessie has been volunteering as a probation officer. She began
with a program that asked for 90 minutes a week to assist in this area. She meets her clients in all
sorts of places, and enjoys her work. She is now the oldest volunteer, and volunteers for roughly 90
minutes a month. She says that some people quit when they switched from paper to computer, but
she found it an opportunity to learn.

Bessie Radspinner

-6-



About 20 years ago, Bessie moved to Carefree Circle, after her husband passed away. She kept
her house on Cowpoke, and then sold it a few years ago to a developer. The house was demolished,
and then the developer went bankrupt. The land now sits undeveloped ... for now.

Bessie began coming to the Black Forest Community Church in 1958. Bessie recalls going to
many, many different churches when she was growing up, but she had never felt comfortable in any
of them, for various reasons. When she came to this church, she felt for the first time it was where
she belonged. She particularly appreciates that our church does not tell you what to think. Bessie has
enjoyed being in the church’s choir for 30 years. When people ask “Why is church important? Why do
you go every Sunday?” she replies, “That's where there are sane people!”

The Murray Family

The Murrays are a newer addition to our congregation. They recently moved to Briargate from
Toronto, Ontario. Brian, a mechanical engineer, grew up in Ontario and has been in the Canadian
Navy for more than 24 years, although he has not been on a ship for the last 15 years. Ann was born
in Oregon, and grew up in Placerville, CA. In 1988, Brian’s ship came up the Sacramento River to
dock in Sacramento. Ann and Brian met at a cocktail party to welcome the Canadian Navy. Six
months later, Brian proposed, and a year later they
were married. They've been stationed in Victoria,
Ottowa, England, Toronto, and now in Colorado
Springs. Brian is currently stationed at Cheyenne
Mountain with NORAD for four years.

When asked how the family takes to moving
around, Ann responded with a smile, “It clears out the
clutter and the house gets purged. It's an opportunity
to see new places. And it's good for the kids. They
have become self-reliant.” Colorado Springs is the
family’s favorite location so far, and they hope to
remain in this area permanently. ,

Ann is certified as a dental hygienist, although she ‘ | -
is not working currently. She enjoys card making, I to r: Elizabeth, Brendan, Ian Brian & Ann
scrapbooking, and anything “crafty”. Brian enjoys (Photo taken on their recent Disney cruise.)
carpentry and woodworking in his off hours.

Brendan, 15 years old, attends Pine Creek High. He has autism spectrum disorder, and Ann would
like for our congregation to know that she is very approachable about autism and is receptive to your
guestions and discussion. Brendan is very sociable and likes to meet people at church. He likes to
talk about his interests and learn about your interests. He has a fantastic memory and already has
some of our birthdays memorized. Brendan enjoys taking walks in his backyard. He likes all sorts of
cars and vehicles. He especially lights up when talking about motorcycle rides with his dad. (Brian
has a BMW motorcycle.)

lan is 12 and is heading into the seventh grade this fall at Challenger Middle School. His favorite
school subject is social studies. In his spare time, lan enjoys reading, especially about archeology.
His favorite ancient civilizations are Roman, Egyptian and Greek. He finds the mystery of Easter
Island especially intriguing. When asked about the Black Forest Community Church, lan likes
everything about the church, especially his Sunday school teachers and Pastor Sam.

Elizabeth is 9 years old and will be a fifth grader this fall at Mountain View Elementary. Her favorite
school subject is science which gives her opportunities to work on science projects. She likes to
spend time with her dad building things. She also enjoys singing and dancing. She especially likes to
make things in Sunday school and is looking forward to Vacation Bible School in June.

Ann and Brian are happy with the Black Forest Community Church and how it is more personal.
Brian grew up attending the United Church of Canada, and they find the Black Forest Community
Church is most similar to it.

-7-



Games

1 - Blue 4 — Purple
2 — Pink 5 — Green
3—Yelow 6 -Brown

Black Forest Trivia

Did you know that the ponderosa pine sap
smells like a food? Put your nose close to the
bark and take a whiff.

The answer is below.

Sarah and Chantae sniff the bark of a
ponderosa pine.

I00SIEYNG JO BIUE), JeMSUy

Submitted by Cheryl Roark

A fifth grade teacher in a Christian school asked
her class to look at TV commercials and see if
they could use them in some way to communicate
ideas about God. Here are some of the results.

God is like...

Bayer Aspirin. _ He works miracles.

Coke. He's the real thing.

Hallmark Cards. He cares enough to send
His very best.

Tide. He gets the stains out that others
leave behind.

Alka-Seltzer. Try Him, you'll like Him.
Allstate. You're in good hands with Him.
Dial Soap. Aren’t you glad you have Him?
Don’t you wish everybody did?




